
"This (event, publication, conference, training session) has been co-funded by the European Commission (OLAF) under the Hercule II Programme 2007-2013: A Community Action Programme to promote activities in the field of the protection of the Community's financial interests'' (for more information see http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/programmes/index_en.html)
In August 2011 Regional Police Headquarters in Lublin was awarded a grant of 90 054,91 Euro under the Hercule II Programme 2007-2013 for the realization of the project “Safe Europe – exchange of knowledge and experiences in the scope of protection of the EU financial interests”.
In the framework of the project a 3 day seminar will be conducted, during which the following issues will be discussed:
· excise tax related crime, especially the international character of the tobacco products trade,

· crime related to fraudulent activity detrimental to the financial interests of the European Union,

· corruption and related offences.

The best specialists in the domain of fighting the financial and excise related crime as well as corruption will be invited to participate in the project. The representatives from all the national institutions involved in the fight against financial crime on the Eastern border of the European Union as well as Militia officers from Ukraine and police officers from Italy, Lithuania and Germany will participate in the seminar. The number and the diversity of the invited institutions will allow a thorough and multidimensional acquaintance with the issues concerning the financial crime which is favorable for the participants and for the financial interests of the EU. People responsible for operational work, conducting investigations as well as people performing the customs or tax control and responsible for trainings will be among the participants of the project.

The main objective of the project is the improvement and development of the international cooperation in preventing and fighting the financial crime in the Eastern Europe influencing the economic interests of the European community. The main objective will be achieved by the realization of the following specific objectives:

· exchange of knowledge and experiences concerning the financial crime between the participants of the seminar (from the EU member countries – Poland, Germany, Italy, Lithuania as well as from Ukraine), including getting acquainted with the legal instruments used to fighting the crime on the territories of the countries taking part in the undertaking,

· getting to know the methods, techniques and tactics of the services taking part in the seminar,

· elaborating the common methods of a quick and substantial exchange of information between the law enforcement agencies of the participating countries,

· elaborating the common methods of fighting the financial crime, corruption and related offences as well as common methods of securing the property of criminals (crime assets),

· elaborating the methods of fight against smuggling the tobacco products on the Eastern border of the EU,

· elaborating the indications how to gather evidence of committing crime, which will be useful in cases conducted in countries which representatives participate in the project,

· establishing direct working contacts between the participants of the seminar,

· elaborating a common stand and establishing the methods of fight against smuggling goods, including tobacco products on the Eastern Border of the EU,

· elaborating common methods of fighting the crime and monitoring the flow of the financial means and goods from illegal sources and violating the legal regulation in the EU,

· establishing the network of cooperation between the partners involved in the seminar for fighting the crime detrimental to the EU financial interests.
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